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Fifth Sunday of Lent   March 26, 2023 

          
 Gathering 

Welcome, Parish Events and Prayers  Denise Martin 

Prelude   Jinhee Lim 

*Opening Hymn “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” UMH #139 

*Call to Worship  Laura Meier 

As a shepherd seeks a lost sheep,  
so God seeks and saves the lost.  
Like a woman who searches for a lost coin until it is found,  
so God rejoices over one soul restored to wholeness.  
As a father receives a returning wayward son,  
so God welcomes us, and lets the past be the past.  
Therefore let us praise God in thanksgiving that we are received.  
Let us receive and welcome and rejoice over one another in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

*The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 

Let us pray 

*Opening Prayer  

We are reluctant, O Author of Love, to set aside our hurt, our anger, our 
disappointment. Heal us with your tender touch, that we might be cleansed of all 
unclean thoughts, all schemes of revenge, all hope of vindictive retribution. 
Open our eyes to the power of love, shown to us in the unselfish sacrifice of 
your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

*The Peace 



Anthem  “How Deep the Father’s Love For Us” by Townend/ 
   Chancel Choir   Larson 

 The Word  

Scripture Readings   John 11:1-45 
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God! 

Anthem  “Simple Song of Thanks”  by Susan N. Callaway 
   Children’s Choir  

Children’s Ministry   Cindy Kauffman  
 Children are invited to attend Sunday School or remain with their families in worship.  

*Hymn “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” UMH #474 

Sermon  “Going Deeper: Raised to New Life?” Rev. Bill Maisch 

 Response to the Word 

Invitation to the Offering  

Offertory  Jinhee Lim 

*Doxology  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  UMH #95 

*Offertory Prayer   Usher 

*The Lord’s Prayer  UMH #895 

  Sending Forth 

*Closing Hymn “Are Ye Able” UMH #530 

*Going Forth and Benediction  

Postlude     Jinhee Lim 
    

*Please stand as you are able. 

  

Thank you to those who have participated in worship this morning. 

 

 

 

 

John 11:1-45 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 



Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 
death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said 
to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 
again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 
during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. But those who 
walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, 
“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The 
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was 
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said 
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again 
in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her 
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got 
up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at 
the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house 
consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He 
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus 



began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, 

“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory 
of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this 
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a 

cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did 

believed in him. 
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